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after Secretary Rumsfeld’s ongoing strategy
review.

I applaud the Congress for passing this bill
without resorting to the abusive use of the
emergency designation. We have seen
‘‘emergencies’’ become a recurring part of
the budget process, and become magnets for
special-interest, non-essential spending.

I will continue to work with the Congress
and the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) to see that FEMA meets
its obligations to perform its extremely im-
portant role of disaster relief in a thorough
and timely manner.

I hope the bipartisan approval of this bill
is a harbinger of improved, more orderly de-
liberations for the remainder of the FY 2002
appropriations process. The fiscal discipline
demonstrated in this Supplemental Appro-
priations Act, developed with collegiality and
in a timely manner, sets a standard for how
the Congress should handle spending bills
for the next fiscal year.

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 24, 2001.

NOTE: H.R. 2216, approved July 24, was assigned
Public Law No. 107–20.

Statement on the Balkans
July 24, 2001

Last month in Warsaw, I spoke about the
importance of building a Europe that is
whole, free, and at peace. I said that this new
Europe must include the Balkans. A few
years ago, that vision would have seemed fan-
ciful. Today as I meet here with our forces
at Camp Bondsteel, that vision is within our
reach.

Croatia has become a responsible source
of regional stability. The people of Yugoslavia
have chosen democracy over dictatorship and
have sent their former dictator to The
Hague. Albania’s recent elections, while less
than perfect, were still a step forward in its
democratic development. There are mod-
erate governments in Bosnia-Herzegovina
willing to work as serious partners with the
international community in preparing their
country for European integration. For the

first time in history, all the governments of
the region are democratic, committed to co-
operating with each other, and predisposed
to joining Europe.

But difficult challenges remain. Civil insti-
tutions are weak and vulnerable to corrup-
tion. Organized crime is widespread, some-
times hiding behind narrow, nationalistic
agendas. There is too much dependence on
foreign assistance and not enough foreign in-
vestment. And ethnic extremists are still stok-
ing the flames of intolerance and inciting vio-
lence, hoping to subvert democracy, redraw
borders, or advance criminal pursuits.

The greatest challenge today is in Mac-
edonia, where armed insurgents threaten
peace and stability. Some here in Kosovo are
trying to help the insurgents. Let me be
clear: The United States stands against all
who use or support violence against democ-
racy and the rule of law. That’s why American
forces in Kosovo are interdicting the flow of
arms into Macedonia. And that’s why I im-
posed sanctions against individuals and orga-
nizations assisting the insurgents. The United
States, EU, and NATO strongly back ongoing
efforts to find a political settlement—one
that addresses the legitimate grievances of
the Albanian population while protecting
Macedonia’s sovereignty and territorial integ-
rity, its political unity, and its democratic fu-
ture. I call on all parties to maintain the
cease-fire. And I call on the elected leaders
to work with EU envoy Leotard and Ambas-
sador Pardew to overcome the remaining dif-
ferences to achieving a settlement that will
keep Macedonia at peace and on the road
to Europe.

Those here in Kosovo who support the in-
surgency in Macedonia are hurting the inter-
ests of ethnic Albanians throughout the re-
gion. The people of Kosovo should focus on
Kosovo. They need to concentrate on devel-
oping civil institutions that work and a polit-
ical climate that supports and sustains de-
mocracy, the rule of law, ethnic tolerance,
and cooperation with neighbors. November’s
election will be an important step in that di-
rection. We call on all people of Kosovo to
participate, so that no one is denied the ben-
efits of democracy. As the people and coun-
tries of the Balkans move closer to Europe,
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it is only natural that Europe assume increas-
ing leadership and responsibility. I welcome
the European Union’s commitment to play
a leading role in the stabilization and devel-
opment of the region. I similarly welcome
the willingness of our Allies to provide the
bulk of the NATO task force poised to collect
the insurgents’ weapons after a peaceful set-
tlement in Macedonia. The cooperation of
the United States, NATO, and the EU in
Macedonia is a model that we can build upon
in the future.

More than 30 countries—NATO Allies,
NATO partners, and other friends—are, to-
gether with America, providing forces here
in Kosovo. We understand that America’s
contribution is essential, both militarily and
politically. We will not draw down our forces
in Bosnia or Kosovo precipitously or unilater-
ally. We came in together, and we will go
out together. But our goal is to hasten the
day when peace is self-sustaining, when local,
democratically elected authorities can as-
sume full responsibility, and when NATO’s
forces can go home. This means that we must
reorganize and reenergize our efforts to build
civil institutions and promote rule of law. It
also means that we must step up our efforts
to transfer responsibilities for public security
from combat forces to specialized units,
international police, and ultimately local au-
thorities. NATO’s commitment to the peace
of this region is enduring, but the stationing
of our forces here should not be indefinite.

The American soldiers here at Camp
Bondsteel—and at bases and on patrol else-
where in Kosovo and in Bosnia—symbolize
America’s commitment to building the bet-
ter, broader, more peaceful Europe that is
within our grasp. We are very proud of our
soldiers and of the American diplomats and
civil police who work alongside them. To-
gether with our Allies and friends and the
people of the Balkans, we are confident that
we will reach this common goal.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Reporting on the Deployment of
Military Forces for Stabilization of
Areas of the Former Yugoslavia

July 24, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
In my report to the Congress of January

25, 2001, I provided information on the de-
ployment of combat-equipped U.S. Armed
Forces to Bosnia and Herzegovina and other
states in the region in order to participate
in and support the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization (NATO)-led Stabilization Force
(SFOR). The SFOR began its mission and
assumed authority from the NATO-led im-
plementation force on December 20, 1996.
I am providing this supplemental report, con-
sistent with the War Powers Resolution, to
help ensure that the Congress is kept fully
informed on continued U.S. contributions in
support of peacekeeping efforts in the former
Yugoslavia.

The U.N. Security Council authorized
Member States to continue SFOR for a pe-
riod of 12 months in U.N. Security Council
Resolution 1357 of June 21, 2001. The mis-
sion of SFOR is to provide a focused military
presence in order to deter hostilities, stabilize
and consolidate the peace in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, contribute to a secure environ-
ment, and provide, within its means and ca-
pabilities, selective support to key areas and
key civil implementation organizations.

The U.S. force contribution to SFOR in
Bosnia and Herzegovina is approximately
3,800 personnel. United States personnel
comprise just under 20 percent of the total
SFOR force of approximately 19,500 per-
sonnel. During the first half of 2001, 19
NATO nations and 17 others, including Rus-
sia, provided military personnel or other sup-
port to SFOR. Most U.S. forces in Bosnia
and Herzegovina are assigned to Multi-
national Division, North, centered in the city
of Tuzla. Other U.S. military personnel are
deployed to other countries in the region in
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